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Synopsis: 

Serving a life sentence for murder in the early 1970s, music prodigy Ike White had plenty of time to 
perfect his musical talent, but no hope of putting it to use in the outside world. Ike's skills were 
exceptional enough, though, that his story captured the media's attention. From this notoriety, he was 
able to record an album inside the prison with big-time producer Jerry Goldstein (War, Sly and the 
Family Stone). Superstar Stevie Wonder lobbied successfully for Ike's early release from prison. With an 
acclaimed album under his belt and the support of Wonder and others in the industry, Ike was poised for 
stardom. But, instead, he went off the grid for over 40 years. Daniel Vernon's mesmerizing new 
documentary is unpredictable and moving, echoing the strange journey of Ike White. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

The Record: 

All songs written or co-written by Ike White. 
Originally released in 1976 on LAX Records. 
 
Ike White - Guitar, keyboards, vocals 
Doug Rauch - Bass 
Greg Errico - Drums 
Produced by Jerry Goldstein and Greg Errico 
 
“Soon White would be centre of attention in the most outlandish way imaginable. Session musicians, 
producers, sound engineers centred on his host prison to record a solid six-track concept album which 
would become as elusive and revered as he himself. Changin’ Times would be released in 1976.  With the 
gritty style that comes from first-hand experience, Ike White’s songwriting and arrangement talents were 
evidently on par with any hit-selling funk and soul musician of the day. The album was littered with deep 
sonic journeys which collided with the lo-fi-styled jazz fusion of ‘I Remember George,’ and instrumental 
lyrical solos which fitted with the neatly layered bass jams of ‘Love and Affection,’ which could easily have 
rivalled the Ohio Players, Tower of Power or any individual Gil Scott-Heron or Bill Withers production.”    
– Peter Donnelly, The Gown Independent Newspaper 

“Ike White was a musical prodigy. Don’t worry if you haven’t heard of him: he slipped into obscurity as 
suddenly as he found fame. His 1976 album Changin’ Times sounds terrific, somewhere between Jimi 
Hendrix and Gil Scott-Heron, despite being recorded (with the help of producer Jerry Goldstein) while 
Ike was in prison serving a life sentence for murder: he was freed in 1978 at the age of 32, with help from 
Stevie Wonder.”  
– David Butcher, Radio Times 
 
 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Crew 

Director: Daniel Vernon 

Producers: Rachel Hooper, Vivienne Perry 

Executive Producers: Mark Bell, Vesna Cudic, Jerry Goldstein, Alison Millar, Patty Quillin 

Co-Producers: Lana Goodman, Daniel Vernon  

Archive Producer: Ellie McCutcheon 

Commissioning Editor for NDR: Barbara Biemann 

Music: Andrew Phillips 

Cinematography: Daniel Vernon 

Editors: Paul Dosaj, Adam Finch  

With 

Ike White 

Daniel Vernon (interviewer) 

Lana Goodman (Ike’s wife and interviewer) 

Greg Errico (musician / producer) 

Rico Fanning (ex-inmate) 

Jerry Goldstein (record producer) 

Bruce Jackson (ex-inmate) 

Baron Ontiveros (Ike’s son) 

Carole Michaella Reynolds (choreographer) 

Angelique Stidhum (Ike’s daughter) 

Alvin Taylor (musician) 

Deborah White (Ike’s ex-wife) 

Monalisa White (Ike’s ex-wife) 


